Cumberland Early Years Special Educational Needs Inclusion Fund (SENIF)
Application Form – From September 2025

Please return this form to: LIS.BS.CBLD@cumbria.gov.uk

	Section 1 – Child Details


	Child’s Name

	
	Date of Birth
	

	Home Address

	

	Cared for child (CLA)

	
	[bookmark: Text4]In receipt of DLA
	



	Section 2 – Early Years SEN Involvement


	Is the child known to any other professionals?

	If yes, please list:

	Data Protection Act. This information is being collected for the purpose of determining the educational needs of the named pupil but will also be shared with other relevant professionals such as teachers, health, and social workers etc. to inform their work. The information collected will also be used for the wider purpose of providing statistical data to assist with monitoring provision and/or determining areas of need to target future resources.

Please note: The parent/carers consent is essential. The panel will not discuss any request without the parent/carers consent and signature.

	Parent/carer Signature: 

	Date: 




	Section 3 – Setting Details


	Setting Name

	

	Setting Address

	

	Setting Main Contact name

	
	Role/title
	

	Contact email

	



	Section 4 – Summary of strengths and needs of the child


	
	Current skills/strengths
	Difficulties/concerns

	Language and communication
	
	

	Cognition and learning
	
	

	Social/emotional and mental health
	
	

	Sensory and physical
	
	



	Section 5 – Summary of progress and assessment


	Early Years Developmental Journal

Age of the child in months when completed:

	
	Personal, social and emotional
	Communication
	Physical
	Thinking

	Step achieved
	
	
	
	

	Date achieved
	
	
	
	





	Summary of progress

Age of the child in months when assessment completed:

	Communication and language
	

	Personal social and emotional development
	

	Physical development
	



Green: achievement as expected – on track
Amber: requires additional support – below typical age expectation
Blue: requires significant additional support – well below typical age expectation



	SEND support plans in place: Yes/No


	Have any other assessments been completed: Yes/No

If yes, who has completed the assessments (e.g. Health visitor, EYSAT, Portage, SLT, etc.):





	Section 6 – Please provide information about how you have used the graduated approach cycle (assess, plan, do, review), support plans and Ordinarily Available Provision to support the child


	




	[bookmark: _Hlk85468263]Section 7 – Please briefly outline any medical or health needs the child has


	


	Is there a health care plan or risk assessment in place: Yes/No




	Section 8 – Details of current placement/provision


	In receipt of entitlement funding
	Yes/No

	
Please give TOTAL hours for each day (e.g. 5 hours) and for the week

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Total for week

	Hours

	
	
	
	
	
	



	Section 9 – Conditions of SENIF


	Please ensure you have read and understand these conditions of funding before signing:

· Eligibility is dependent on the provider being: 
· Registered with Ofsted
· Registered with the Independent Schools Inspectorate
· Registered with an Ofsted Childminder Agency

· The setting’s full compliance with the SENIF processes is required, including completion of all relevant paperwork and provision of any information requested by the panel.

· It is expected that providers will have considered their duty under the Equality Act (2010) and that they will have made reasonable adjustments for disabled children. This duty is anticipatory – it requires thought to be given in advance to what disabled children may require and what adjustments might need to be made to prevent disadvantage. All publicly funded early years providers must promote equality of opportunity for disabled children. This will be reflected in the application process.

· The graduated approach will be embedded in practice and will have been used in settings.

· For audit and monitoring purposes, the Local Authority may wish to view your records/registers relating to claims for and use of SENIF.

· SENIF is a contribution to the support children receive as part of their quality first entitlement (SEND Code of Practice 2015) and must be used specifically in support of the named child. Misuse of this funding will lead to it being withdrawn.

· The setting is responsible for the recruitment and employment of any additional staff members required to deliver the support.

· Funding periods are based on school terms: April to August, September to December, January to March.

· Following the early years SENIF panel a decision letter will be sent to the provider notifying the outcome.




	Section 10 – I agree to the conditions of Cumberland SENIF


	Setting signature:


	Role:





	Section 11 – The following document must be included with this application


	A detailed provision map showing how you intend to use the SENIF – complete the table below.

Please refer to the provision map guidance and exemplars to complete.  This can be accessed via the SENIF guidance or the early years padlet (SEND section).




Please return this form to: LIS.BS.CBLD@cumbria.gov.uk
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	Current Provision Map (without SENIF), i.e. what interventions/activities you are currently providing for the child

	Type of Intervention/Activity
	Type of Provision
	Number of Pupils in Group
	Duration of Session 
	Number of Sessions per Week
	Total Hours per Child
	Who delivers?
	Cost
£

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Any desired additional interventions/activities with SENIF in place

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	Total cost per week
	

	Total hours per week
	



	Impact of interventions
Do not complete this section when initially applying for SENIF
This section is to be completed at the end of each term.  This could include progress data if relevant.
You do not need to submit this information to the local authority.  However, the use of the funding is monitored annually on a sample basis.  If you are selected to be monitored, a member of the Early Years Team will contact you to discuss this further.

	Term 1
	

	Term 2
	

	Term 3
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