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Excellence and Enjoyment: learning
and teaching for bilingual children
in the primary years

Primary National Strategy |  0018-2006DCL-EN  |  © Crown copyright 2006
Excellence and Enjoyment: learning and teaching for bilingual children in the primary years

The term ‘English as an additional language’ (EAL)recognises the fact that many children learningEnglish in our schools already know more than onelanguage and are adding English to that repertoire.In January 2005, 11.7% of pupils in primary schoolsand 9.1% of pupils in secondary schools had a firstlanguage other than English.The focus of the Primary National Strategy EALprogramme is on advanced bilingual learners: thosechildren, often born in this country, who appear to be
appropriately fluent for their age in everyday face-to-
face conversational contexts but who need continued
support in order to develop the cognitive andacademic language required for academic success.These children are beyond the early stages ofacquiring English as an additional language.
It takes on average five to seven years to becomefully competent in a second language, althoughindividuals will vary in the speed with which theyacquire this competence. Fluency in spoken Englishis usually achieved within two years but the abilityto read and understand more complex textscontaining unfamiliar cultural references and writethe academic language needed for success inexaminations takes much longer.Inspecting subjects 3–11: guidance for inspectorsand schools, English as an additional language,Ofsted (2000)

The term ‘bilingual’ is used to refer to children whohave access to more than one language at home and
at school. It does not necessarily imply full fluencyin both or all of their languages.
Aims of the EAL programme• To promote equality of opportunity with particularreference to raising the standards of attainmentand accelerating the progress of children learningEnglish as an additional language. The RaceRelations (Amendment) Act 2000 requires allschools to promote equality of opportunity• To develop the confidence, skills and expertise ofthe school community in general and mainstreamteachers in particular in meeting the needs ofbilingual children

Key questions for governors to ask• Leadership and management– Standards of attainment and progress:How well are different ethnic groups performing?Are there any gaps in the performance of children from particular ethnic or language groups?
If so, what is the school doing about it, andhow will the EAL programme support the closing of the gaps?– Effective leadership:

Does the school ensure that staff with appropriate knowledge and expertise are appointed (EAL, sharing children’s first languages)?

• Learning and teaching
How are the children’s ongoing needs to develop English and access the curriculum met as a mainstream responsibility of the whole school community?

How is the specialist expertise of adults inteaching EAL learners utilised to coordinatesupport for children and staff and monitorthe impact on learners?
How does the school support all children to usetheir whole language repertoire for learning?How does the school curriculum reflect the schoolcommunity and support learning?How are parents and the wider communityinvolved in promoting children’s learning?

For further information: contact the Local Authority
Primary National Strategy team or the Ethnic Minority
Achievement team.

English as an additionallanguage (EAL) programmeInformation for school governors

It is the responsibility of the school leadership team to ensure that ICT is used

appropriately and imaginatively to meet the diverse needs of bilingual learners.

Children learning EAL need to learn English through the curriculum as well as learn

the curriculum through English.

ICT for EAL

Assessment for learning

• Observation and evidence of language use and learning collected by

practitioners, parents, carers and children: video, audiotapes, recorder tool on

interactive whiteboards

• Collaborative review and evaluation of work: PCs and laptops, camcorders

and hand-held camerasPartnerships beyond the classroom

Photo albums, videos and DVDs to share information of activities and events:

• at school

• at home

• in the community

• extended visits abroad

Use of computer suites and software to support family learning 

and learning at home

• Using ICT to support small-group

exploratory talk, particularly for

problem solving in mathematics

• Modelling mathematical concepts and

demonstrating processes using

interactive whiteboards

• Reading multimedia texts

• Teaching and learning of writing at

word, sentence and text level – using

interactive whiteboards, cameras and

recorder tools to support interactive

teaching, creating visual and

multimedia texts
• e-mail and video-conferencing links

locally, nationally and internationally

• Creating shared experiences and

contexts for using whole-language

repertoire through film/video/DVD clips,

audiotapes, video recorders and cameras

• Using interactive whiteboards and PCs

for scaffolding learning across

the curriculum– visual aids– modelling– text marking
– text annotation

– use of frames, prompts and

graphic organisers

– making connections in learning

ICT supports learning and teaching

Access to the curriculum

Language development

(making learning contexts supportive)
Creating shared experiences

Talk

Bilingual strategies

Reading

Scaffolding learning

Writing

Practice

Curriculum and
StandardsE
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• Characteristics of effective schools

• Personalised learning:

inclusive pedagogy

• The role of the leadership team

• Realising priorities through CPD

• Coordinating EAL

Designing opportunities for learning 
Including:

• EAL pedagogy

• Rationale for the use of the bilingual child’s
first language as a tool for learning

• Language across the curriculum

• Talk as process and talk as presentation

• Integrated planning for language and
curriculum content

Assessment for learning

• Conditions for assessment

• Collecting evidence

• Using evidence

Excellence and Enjoyment: 
learning and teaching for bilingual
children in the primary years 
Introductory guide: 
supporting school improvement
This provides a context for the materials within the cycle of
school improvement.

Creating an inclusive learning culture
Unit 3 explores how the school ethos and curriculum can
support children’s diverse cultural identities to ensure that
they feel safe and valued and experience the sense of
belonging required for effective learning.

Speaking, listening, learning: working
with children learning English as an
additional language
Unit 4 explores the unique opportunities and some of the
challenges of oral language for children learning EAL. It
builds on Speaking, Listening, Learning: working with
children in Key Stages 1 and 2 (DfES 0623-2003 G).

Planning and assessment for
language and learning
Unit 1 addresses key principles underpinning effective
planning and assessment for EAL learners.

Introduction 

Sharing the value of speaking and listening with
bilingual parents and carers

The benefits and challenges of oral language for
children learning EAL

Additional guidance on planning and assessment for
learning

Speaking
Listening
Group discussion and interaction
Drama
Key issues, opportunities and potential challenges in
each of the four strands of the National Curriculum
programmes of study for speaking and listening

Exemplar teaching sequences

Link to

PDM 2

Link to

PDM 3

Link toPDMs 1 & 6

Ethos
Relationships
Identity
The physical
environment

Valuing and
building on
children’s
knowledge of
other languages

A culturally
inclusive
curriculum

Partnerships with parents, carers, families and
communities
Learning within the school
Learning beyond the school

Link to
PDM 8

Link to

PDM 7



English as an
additional
language (EAL)
programme

Information
for school
governors

ICT for EAL

Using ICT

appropriately and

imaginatively to

meet the diverse
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The contents of the accompanying DVD

Section 1 Year 2 (Listening)

Section 2 Year 4 (Listening and drama)

Section 3 Year 5 (Group interaction and discussion) 

Section 4 Year 3 Guided talk used as a Year 3 

intervention (Developing descriptive language)

Section 5 Creating the learning culture 

(making contexts supportive

by reflecting children’s cultural identities)

Section 6 Experiential learning in the Foundation Stage

Further supporting material is available on the 
accompanying CD-ROM

Learning and teaching: assessment for learning

PDM 1
Establishing layered curriculum targets
as a context for  language development

PDM 6
Day-to-day assessment

Learning and teaching:
language development and curriculum access

PDM 2
EAL principles, pedagogy
and practice: first language
as a tool for learning

PDM 4
Supportive contexts:
scaffolding language and
learning

Conditions for learning

PDM 7
Culture and identity: ethos, environment and curriculum

Partnerships beyond the classroom

PDM 8
Developing learning partnerships with parents, carers, families
and communities

PDM 3
Integrated planning for
language development and
curriculum content

PDM 5
Speaking and listening:
guided sessions for  
language development    

Professional development modules (PDMs) 

Creating the learning culture: making it work in the classroom
Unit 2 provides support for class teachers.

Access to the curriculum:
making contexts supportive 

for children learning EAL
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