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The Cumberland SEND Teaching Support Team 
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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Teaching Support Team  

Working in partnership with Cumberland schools and settings, families and other agencies, the SEND Teaching Support Team (SEND TST) provides a specialist teaching service to children and young people, who are neuro diverse and/or have a learning difficulty or/and disability. 

The SEND TST consists of Specialist Advisory Teachers and a Higher-Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) who have specialist qualifications, significant experience, and maintain high levels of specialist knowledge in one or more of the following areas:  
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· [image: ]Autism/Social communication and Social interaction
· Early Years 
· English as an Additional Language (EAL)
· Physical and Medical  
· Severe Learning Difficulties/Disabilities
· Speech, Language and Communication

The primary aim of the SEND TST is to promote inclusion through capacity building within schools and settings by providing specialist support for teaching and learning.

The purpose of the SEND Teaching Support Team is to:  
· inform best practice to Schools, Settings and Parents on a preventative basis to boost earlier identification and intervention   
· help embed the principles of inclusive education to break the link between special educational needs and low attainment.   
· raise standards of teaching and learning by building confidence and increasing capacity in schools/settings  
· offer focused support to schools, settings and families to ensure a coherent and co- ordinated response to help improve outcomes for children with SEND.  
· work with schools, settings, families and other services to enable increased curriculum access for children. 


This is through effective and targeted support, advice and strategies, bespoke and whole school training, offering identified School Development Projects, workshops and advice on specialist programmes, interventions, signposting to Ordinarily Available Provision, information on the Local Offer, relevant websites, resources and other agencies. 

To meet the needs of children and young people with SEND, schools are guided to seek liaison and consultation with the SEND Teaching Support Team through regular Planning meetings, as part of the Cumberland Local Authority’s offer of provision.   

To refer into the SEND Teaching Support Team, please use the ‘Request for Involvement’ form. This can be found by searching on the Local Offer. 






Meet the Cumberland SEND Teaching Support Team 
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Marlene Martin
SEND TST Lead 
Specialist Advisory Teacher Phys Med/SLD/Autism
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